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The Difference Between A Rally 
And An Event 
By Tom Collins 
 
Our club has many new members lately.  This is 
a terrific turn of events.  However, many of our 
newer members have not yet experienced 
motorcycle camping.  This short essay is 
designed to help those new to this aspect of 
motorcycling who are not yet familiar with the 
difference between a “Rally” and an “Event”. 
 
This past weekend, five northern Kentucky 
members of the club, Steve Thoerner, Travis 
Brown, Chris Katzer, John Fisher and myself went 
to the Honda Superbike Races at the Barber 
Museum and Race Track in Leeds, Alabama, just 
outside of Birmingham.  This is an “Event” for the 
purposes of this article.  I will start by describing 
a typical rally scene as I have attended many. 
 
At a rally, especially a brand specific rally for 
BMW, there are usually signs on the highway to 
direct you to the rally.  On arrival, there is 
usually a reception area with knowledgeable 
members of the sponsoring club or organization 
on hand to orient you and answer questions.  
Generally, the location is a campground, or for 
larger rallies, sometimes a fair ground facility.  
The earlier you arrive, the better your choice of 
camping spot will be, but there are usually many 
nice spots to select from.  At most rallies, there is 
often a perpetual coffee pot brewing tended by a 
sponsor.  Also, often, but not always, there are 
usually some kinds of snacks lying around.  Many 
times, maps of good local roads and sights are 
provided.  Also, admission usually includes at 
least one large meal, generally on Saturday 
night, many times with a band afterward.  On the 
whole, rally food is usually very good and 

sometimes exceptional.  Another point is that 
there is always a friendly person around to talk to 
and many interesting bikes to look at, especially 
at a BMW rally.  Finally, door prizes are often 
awarded.  In summary, a Rally is usually a fine 
place for the novice motorcycle camper to find 
his or her feet.  In my case, the first rally I 
attended was 60 miles from home and was that 
ever a good thing, but you will have to ask me 
about that some time as the story strays from 
the point of this article. 
 
I know I run the risk of offending some members 
with these next comments, but the following is a 
fact many people find important in their decision 
making process.  At a rally, there are usually few 
motor homes or big campers and when there are, 
they are usually in a designated area.  The 
reason this is important is simple, noise.  
Specifically, noise from generators that may run 
all night.  This is not a rant about such devices, 
but simply put forth as a factor as many people 
have different tolerances to noise.  With this said, 
I shall now move to the event scenario. 
 
At an event, such as the one I recently attended, 
as noted above, conditions may be very different.  
The first difference may be the crowds.  Events 
are often very crowded and as a result, the 
camping may be as well.  For example, at Barber, 
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there was only one small, designated camping 
area for all campers.  As a result, we had our 5 
tents sandwiched together between a number of 
motor homes and trailers.  As noted above, there 
were several generators in the area that ran all 
night (bring earplugs).  Also, because we were 
packed in, there was some ill temper between 
another camper and our group, but we managed 
to sort it out without fisticuffs.  There was very 
little room even for the bikes.  In addition, there 
were no trash cans as this was a parking lot that 
had been designated a camping area.  Also, the 
restrooms were quite a walk away and there was 
only one station with about 20 portalets.  
Because it had rained, there was mud about 2 
inches deep surrounding the facilities, but if it 
had not rained it would have been very dusty and 
dirty as that large of a crowd kicks up a 
tremendous cloud.  There were also no water 
faucets at the facility at all.  Also, food was 
expensive and marginal.  Finally, and interesting 
point is that when the racing is done for the day, 
the place rolls up the sidewalks and there is no 
food and nothing to do except for what you bring 
with you or if you go out. 
 
On the other hand, the rest of the facility was 
immaculate and simply beautiful.  We all ordered 
our tickets and camping online or by phone and 
the process was simple. The racing was very 
exciting to watch and there was a first-class tram 
that would take you from vantage point to 
vantage point, or to other areas.  The tram cuts 
down greatly on the congestion and mass of 
humanity and machines moving from location to 
location.  In contrast, at Mid-Ohio Race Track 
there is no such convenience.  As a result, all day 
long, you are moving in a sea of humanity and 
motorcycles large and small as you move from 
place to place.  In addition, at this event, there 
were interesting vendors, the factory teams had 
pavilions and with a pit pass, you could walk right 
up to the actual race machines and sometimes 
talk to a rider or crew member.  Also, ask Steve 
about the lunch he was served in the Ducati tent 
sometime, he never seemed to tire of telling the 
rest of us unfortunates about it.  Specific to 
Barber is the superb museum on the grounds 
that is worth a separate ride all by itself.  With 
the exception of the camping, all the rest is 
great.  Therein lies the rub. 

 
Whether to attend an Event depends a great deal 
on your sense of humor and your tolerance for 
crowds and noise.  You could book a room in a 
nearby motel for an event, but you must book 
very early and the tickets to the event are 

usually not refundable in the event of bad 
weather.  I also personally believe you would 
miss out on much of the flavor of the event by 
doing so. 
 
To summarize, an Event and a Rally are very 
different experiences.  If you are new to camping 
(find one close to home and read articles about 
motorcycle camping first) or are more interested 
in relaxing, the Rally is the way to go.  On the 
other hand, if you have a sense of adventure, 
some camping experience and want to do 
something different, then an Event might be the 
hot ticket for you. 
 
 
Countdown to the Alternative Rally 
By Lynn Cummins 
 
It’s almost here…  The 2005 Alternative Rally in 
Cruso, NC!  And, the biggest and strongest 
evidence to that is the “unveiling” of Chris Long’s 
T-shirt design!!!  Some of you may already have 
seen it on the web in a posting by Chris.  It 
incorporates everything needed for our return to 
the Bluegrass Motorcycle Campground:  sun in 
the sky, a rider on a BMW, the new bridge and 
water UNDER THE BRIDGE!  I’ve included Chris’s 

outstanding design here.  
At this month’s first-Sunday Breakfast and Ride, I 
passed around an order form.  For those of you 
who weren’t present, you can place your orders 
at Saturday night’s club meeting or by contacting 
me via e-mail at: lynncummins@earthlink.net.  
The T-shirts will be white with the design 
rendered in color.  I’m estimating the cost at 
$16, but the final cost will be determined/ 
influenced by the number of T-shirts ordered.  
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Last year the estimate range was between $15 
and $20; with price not to exceed $20.  We had 
an order of about 30 shirts at just under $16 
each.   
 
Men’s shirts will be normal T-shirts in a poly-
cotton blend.  The T-shirts for the women will be 
the “fashion Ts” like those from last year.  The 
neckline will be scoop-necked unless specified 
otherwise (and dependent on availability).  These 
do run “snug,” so estimate the size desired.  
Contact women club members who ordered last 
year if you need assistance in determining your 
preferred size.  I’m going to try and get the same 
manufacture for the shirts again this year, to 
ensure the sizing is consistent.  Women may also 
order standard men’s T-shirts if they prefer 
those.  I brought samples to last month’s club 
meeting and may have them with me at the May 
club meeting.  So, if you’re not sure of your size, 
please ask to try a sample shirt on or “hold it up 
for size.”  (There will only be one printing/order 
done.) 
 
Because I’m probably not going to be able to 
attend the rally in Cruso, I need to get the T-
shirts ordered soon.  The absolute deadline for T-
shirt orders is June 5th.  I’d prefer to have the 
order finalized sooner though, so please make 
your decision and get your orders in to me as 
soon as possible (May 25 would be a really nice 
“target” date).  The sooner I get the order 
finalized the better chance I have of getting the 
order finished and sent UPS to the campground.  
If you’d like to volunteer to carry the T-shirts to 
the rally for me, please let me know. 
 
Until then, kudos to Chris for another great 
artistic contribution to our 2005 Alternative Rally!  
Get those orders in!    
 
Along those same lines…  
Rally at Lima in Style!  
Orders now being taken for  
“I’m a Lima Beemer” Ball Caps 
 
While we’re on the topic of rallies…  Mary Pierce 
has designed a ball cap commemorating the 
upcoming BMW MOA Rally in Lima and her design 
is great!  It’s the “I’m a Lima Beemer” ballcap 
that Mary debut at the February breakfast ride if 
I remember right.  If you missed that “debut,” 
you may have already seen Mary’s handiwork in 
her Bengals/’Who Dey?’ ball caps, She showed it  
to many of us who attended a monthly breakfast 
ride about two months ago.  Mary’s going to 

coordinate getting ball caps made if there’s 
enough interest and enough orders placed to 
make the cost reasonable.  If you’d like to order 
one of these ball caps, please let me know or 
contact Mary directly: HFP2@aol.com.  Let’s 
assume a deadline of June 5th for the ball caps 
also.  Note:  I believe this ball cap may only be 
available to club members and only through 
Mary…and not at the Rally.  (Availability details to 
be clarified later.) 
 
 
The Prez Sez… 
 
Finally!  I thought we’d never see the end of 
wintry weather, gray, cold skies and little white 
flakes flying through the air!  Even spring wasn’t 
very nice to those of us yearning for more 
“pleasant” weather in which to ride.  A few of us 
have already attended a “rally” (or two) or an 
“event”  (see Tom Collins’ article for the “official” 
definition of these terms).  Some of us are even 
making a more routine effort at commuting daily 
to work.  Any reason for a ride, right? 
 
There are two club members recently, however,  
(maybe I’ve missed one or two; sorry, no insult 
intended by any omission here) who seem to 
have really outdone the rest of us in heralding in 
the riding season.  They chose to celebrate the 
season with the purchase of new bikes!  Allen 
Leach and Steve Thoener are both riding new 
rides:  Allen’s astride a new GS and Steve has a 
new RT.  Steve’s even broken his in on the ride 
to Birmingham.  Those new bikes fit right in with 
the “newness” of spring:  new flowers blooming, 
green stuff growing on trees, newly greened-up 
grass (sorry, someone’s probably now 
remembering he/she has a lawn to mow before 
riding…nah, AFTER the ride), new tires, new 
brake pads, all services appropriately noted and 
completed!  Ah, what a feeling!!  Even I have a 
short trip of a few thousand miles scheduled for 
later this month.  Have fun; stay alert; enjoy the 
many opportunities for travel:  rallies, rallies, 
rallies; weekend rides; Discover the Blue Grass – 
rack up those points and take those pictures.  
Have at it!  Ride safe!    
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Speaking of Safety… 
 
Note:  I want this column to be thought provoking.  I plan to 
present a different situation every month, explain a little bit 
about why things may happen the way they do and let 
everyone think about how they might avoid a similar 
situation.  As is the case in most real life situations, there 
may be more than one right answer.  Thinking about your 
safety, when there is no real danger to deal with, may help 
prepare you for hazardous conditions on future rides.  The 
views and opinions expressed in this article do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of this club. 
 

 
 
A Motorcycling Safety Primer …  
from the Bike’s Perspective 
By “Taz” (Jerry’s R1100S) 
 
It is 4 a.m. in the morning.  My human owner, 
Jerry, has asked me to give him a quick ride into 
Northern Ohio so that he can give a class to other 
humans, teaching them about us motorcycles. 
 
The air is cool, but not so cold that I had 
problems starting.  It’s cool enough for me to 
breathe in the condensed air and to make my 
engine purr like a kitten.  Traffic is light.  We are 
on the Interstate.  Every few minutes I’m asked 
to pass a truck or two.  That’s no big deal.  The 
truck drivers tend to be very courteous and 
remain in the right lane.  If they are in the left 
lane when we approach, as soon as they are 

done passing, they almost always pull back into 
the right lane. 
 
In all the time that I’ve been associated with 
Jerry, he’s never had to ask me to perform any 
sudden evasive maneuvers in order to avoid a 
crash with a truck.  I’ve heard him claim that in 
the past five years he’s only had five trucks 
cause him any problems.  I can’t say the same 
thing about car drivers.  Car drivers are a 
different breed…something that I’ll get into later. 
 
Considering it is nighttime, we do have a couple 
of considerations to worry about that are 
minimized in the day light hours.  One is how far 
Jerry can see.  I try to help him out by providing 
him with a good headlight and high beam light.  I 
also have two Motolights for him to use.  With all 
the lights on, Jerry says he can see very far.  
(This is a good thing because in motorcycle 
years, Jerry is very old.)  The only problem is 
that the drivers on the other side of the 
Interstate don’t like all the light and flash their 
lights at us, so Jerry asks me to turn off the high 
beam light.  This seems to satisfy most drivers.  
They rarely complain about the Motolights being 
on.  I guess it’s because they are mounted lower. 
 
As we get closer to vehicles that we are about to 
pass, Jerry does ask me to turn off the 
Motolights.  It seems that they can bother people 
when we are directly behind them.  Once we 
pass, I can turn them back on.  To make up for 
the loss of light, Jerry tells me that he uses the 
lights from the other vehicles to help him see 
further down the road.  I guess this works.  
Lights from the vehicles on the other side can 
illuminate something that is in our path.  That is 
how we spotted the sneaky state trooper sitting 
in his brown car in the middle of the median. 
 
The other problem with nighttime riding involves 
being seen by others.  For that, I have extra LED 
lights on my rear, plus Jerry put reflective tape 
on my saddlebags.  In addition to all this, Jerry is 
wearing a reflective vest over the top of his riding 
jacket.  He has reflective tape on his helmet and 
with him he has a couple of battery powered LED 
flashers that are designed to be used by 
bicyclists.  Should I ever break down, Jerry can 
easily make  both of us more visible by attaching 
those flashers to himself or to something on me. 
 
Some humans claim that Jerry is taking a chance 
in riding at night.  They say that there’s a chance 
that big critters like deer could dart in front of us.  
Jerry realizes that this is a danger so he’s 
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constantly scanning the side of the road for 
reflective type objects that appear to move.  He 
says that these moving objects are the eyes of 
the critters and they can be spotted from far 
enough away for him to ask me to slow down.  
He also likes to have a vehicle in front of us, 
going about the same speed as we are.  There’s 
something about seeing the taillights suddenly 
disappear and then reappear that usually causes 
him to want me to really slow down.  Jerry says 
that when the taillights of the vehicle in front 
disappear and reappear that it’s a good sign that 
a critter or something has crossed in behind that 
vehicle. 
Jerry doesn’t think that we’re any more likely to 
have a close encounter with an animal at night 
than we are in the daytime—provided that we 
remain very vigilant in looking for the critters.  In 
his thirty plus years of riding, he claims that he’s 
only had one close encounter with a deer at 
night, while he’s had numerous such incidents in 
the daytime.  My buddy, Jerry’s GS, told me how 
they came very close to hitting a deer that 
suddenly crossed in front of them during the mid-
morning hours on their journey to Alaska last 
year.  This deer surprised both of them because 
neither of them was as vigilant in looking for 
critters in the daytime as they were at night. 
 
The key to avoiding dangers is to be vigilant—to 
look far ahead—to have an open mind that is 
alert to anything.  Assuming that critters don’t 
move around as much in the daytime as they do 
at night can cause a human not to register the 
obvious signs of a critter about to enter the road.  
Such a delay in recognizing the signs could be 
very bad.  At night, many humans are more 
vigilant for critters and they usually ask their 
motorcycles to go slower.  Even though they 
can’t see the critters as well, this extra alertness 
(and slower speed) could make the difference 
between a quick versus slow reaction. 
 
Well, we are at the destination.  Now I’m going to 
get a chance to rest and to watch the show as 
Jerry tries to teach the humans about riding us 
motorcycles.  Although he stresses that we 
motorcycles are most stable when our wheels are 
moving, some of the humans feel the urge to ask 
their motorcycles to make a sudden stop when 
they feel like they are going to lose their balance.  
I hate to see the poor bikes fall over. 
 
Jerry and his co-instructor do a good job of trying 
to teach the humans how to communicate with 
us.  The proper application of both brakes allows 
us to stop in a shorter distance than if only one is 

used.  The jerky response of the throttle during 
slow-speed maneuvers can be easily minimized 
by the proper use of the clutch.  We turn the best 
when we lean into the turn.  To get us to lean, 
the human must counter-steer, or apply forward 
pressure on the inside handlebar as this will 
cause us to lean to the inside (to go right, press 
right, lean right).  When turning, the human 
should look through the turn, towards the exit 
point, essentially where he wants to go.  This is 
the most important thing for humans to learn—
we tend to go where they are looking, especially 
during stressful times, because humans tend to 
send us subtle commands asking us to follow 
their sight.  If they want to avoid hitting 
something, they should look away from it—not at 
it. 
 
Boy, the day went by fast.  It’s time to head 
home.  Jerry takes a few minutes to check on my 
oil level and the pressure in my tires.  He calls it 
a T-CLOCS.  Everything looks ok to him, so we 
head over to a gas station where he fills me up 
with some good tasting, cool gasoline. 
 
Once I’m full, we get onto the Interstate.  Boy, 
have things changed since this morning.  There is 
more traffic—more cars.  We begin to pass 
several cars but before we know it, we are stuck 
behind several cars going slowly in the left lane.  
They are all bunched up behind a car that is 
traveling 66 mph trying to pass a truck that is 
rolling along at 65 mph.  Jerry calmly asks me to 
ride in the right-hand portion of the left lane as 
he tries to figure out how to handle this situation.  
By being in the right-hand portion of the lane, we 
can quickly swerve into the right lane, if the 
situation warrants such a move. 
 
Jerry keeps an eye on his mirrors, looking for a 
fast vehicle to catch up to him.  Such a vehicle 
might not see the speed difference of the traffic 
in the left lane.  This vehicle might also begin to 
follow us too closely, as the other cars are doing 
ahead.  Jerry decides that there’s nothing that 
can be done until the car passes the truck, so 
rather than riding in the left lane, with all the 
agitated humans, he chooses to temporarily pull 
into the right lane.  We both wonder why humans 
have to be so rude as to hold others from  
 
proceeding around them.  This car that is moving 
so slowly has created a dangerous traffic jam 
behind him.  Further, I don’t think it’s a good 
idea for him to take so long to pass a truck.  That 
truck driver may not see the car beside him.  
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Trucks should be passed quickly for this one 
reason. 
 
Once the traffic clears up, Jerry asks me to get 
into the left lane, again.  We pass several cars.  
Jerry wants to get out of the “pack of cars” that 
we’re in.  You see, humans have a tendency to 
drive in “packs” with spaces in between the 
“packs.”  We both like to be in the spaces where 
there is very little traffic.   
 
As we pass the cars, some pull out in front of us 
slowing us down.  We usually back off a little and 
take to the right-hand portion of the lane.  Once 
we see that the car isn’t passing any more, we 
try to urge them to get back into the right lane.  
Most respond by doing so as we close the gap 
between them and us.  As long as we follow them 
at the appropriate following distance, they stay in 
front of us.  This is a risky maneuver, but it can 
be less risky than staying behind a car that is 
moving slower than the traffic that’s catching up 
from behind.  It may also be less risky than 
attempting to pass him on the right. 
 
If the car doesn’t move over, Jerry might elect to 
ask me to pass on the right, if there is enough 
room.  The problem with this move is that we’ve 
noticed that a lot of humans will try to speed up 
when they see someone trying to pass them on 
the right.  I usually have no problems in picking 
up enough speed to get around them.  The other 
choice that Jerry may have is to pull back into 
the right lane and let someone, usually someone 
in an SUV, to come up behind the slower car and 
urge him to move over. 
 
As I predicted, Jerry is tired of all the traffic and 
having to deal with the car drivers.  He’s asking 
me to find another route.  I show him a nice road 
on my GPS screen and he decides to take it.  We 
leave the Interstate behind at the next exit. 
 
Now we are on a two-lane road.  Traffic is 
minimal.  Most of the car and truck drivers prefer 
the Interstate.  Life is good now.  There are 
curves, which we take at brisk speeds.  We can 
see through most of these curves, so Jerry asks 
me to go into them a little more aggressively.  
He’s following the pattern that he teaches to the 
humans—a pattern that is even taught in racing 
schools—that is to slow down prior to the curve; 
look into the turn towards the exit of the turn; 
since he’s looking for a path of travel that allows 
him to make a quick turn—to follow an “outside-
inside-outside” path of travel, he likes to go in 
deep; he’ll then press on the inside bar to 

aggressively lean the bike over, while leaning his 
body weight to the inside; here’s the part I like, 
he’ll then roll on the throttle, asking me to 
accelerate through the turn and as we come out 
of the curve, he’ll counter-steer (pressing on the 
outside bar) to ask me to straighten out. 
 

 
 
When it comes to curves, what makes things 
dangerous are the reactions of our human 
owners.  Our humans must remember that it is 
our moving wheels that keep us stable.  We can 
really lean over if our wheels are spinning rapidly 
enough and if our tires are gripping the road 
surface.  During a fast turn, our tires are 
devoting a lot of their limited traction towards 
turning.  If the human suddenly does something 
to cause us to slow down, there’s a chance that 
the tires could lose traction, and the act of 
slowing does reduce our stability, thus causing us 
to possibly fall on our sides.  During a fast turn, 
the human has no choice but to continue rolling 
on the throttle, and to look where he wants to 
go.  If he looks at the area off of the road, we’ll 
go there.  If we appear to be drifting towards the 
outside of the turn, more pressure on the inside 
bar will usually solve that. 
 
Two-lane roads offer their own set of problems.  
“Crap!” is what I hear Jerry say as we come up 
on a line of cars that are following a slow moving 
truck.  The road has too many curves for a safe 
pass and when the few passing opportunities 
come up, no one in front of us takes them—or 
there is someone coming the other way.  If we 
were to try to pass, we’d probably have to pass 
the whole line of cars because they are all 
following so closely that there is little room to 
squeeze in between them.  So, as I listen to Jerry 
mutter something about wishing he had a missile 
system with him, we are basically stuck having to 
follow this parade. 



 

7 

 
The truck eventually turns off of the road and we 
are able to pass the cars as they spread 
themselves out.  “I hate traffic lights!” I hear 
Jerry yell as we approach a red light.  
Intersections.  Most crashes with other vehicles 
occur in intersections.  Intersections are very 
dangerous.  When we stop, Jerry makes sure that 
we are still in first gear, just in case we have to 
move out quickly.  There are no guarantees that 
the vehicle behind us will stop.  As the light turns 
green, Jerry quickly scans left, then right and 
then left again as he asks me to move forward.  
He notices that the car coming from the right 
doesn’t appear to be stopping, so he asks me to 
stop.   
 
The Hyper-Lites on my rear alerts the driver 
behind us so he is able to stop in time.  I can’t 
repeat what Jerry says as we watch the car run 
the red light in front of us as it would not be 
appropriate to print here.  I’m thankful that Jerry 
looked both ways prior to our entering the 
intersection. 
 
We are all familiar with the disadvantages 
motorcycles have when it comes to safety.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to remind 
everyone of the advantages that we offer our 
human riders.  For one, our human riders can see 
and hear more that their counterparts who are 
locked into their steel and plastic cages.  We can 
stop and accelerate faster than most cars, giving 
us a definite advantage when it comes to 
avoiding crashes.  We are smaller, allowing us to 
fit into tight spaces.  We tend to encourage our 
humans to concentrate on what is on the road.   
I mean, I’ve seen so many humans in their cars 
talking on cell phones, eating, putting on 
makeup, and even reading the newspaper as 
they drive down the road.  These are activities 
that would be hard to do on a motorcycle, thus 
giving our riders no other choice but to pay 
attention to traffic. 
 
Time sure flies when you are having fun.  I can 
see the house that Jerry calls home and my 
favorite garage.  It is time for us to complete this 
ride—for Jerry to go inside, have dinner and then 
to go to sleep.  I’ll share my adventures with my 
two brothers, Jerry’s GS and Lynn’s R1100S and 
then get some sleep.  We have another early 
morning tomorrow. 
 
Disclaimer:  Riders should obey the traffic laws in the 
jurisdictions in which they ride.  The scenarios and 
actions set forth in the above article reflect an 

individual’s riding style/strategies and are presented 
and used here to emphasize the importance of riding 
defensively and safely and to help you routinely assess 
your riding habits.  The narration is presented in an 
effort to be informative, thought provoking and 
entertaining.   It is NOT to be construed as training or 
an educational object lesson.  Ride your ride; practice 
proper skills and ride safe!  
 

 
Mileage Contest 
 
Time has almost run out!!!  Your BMW MOA 2005 
Mileage Contest entry form MUST BE 
POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN MAY 15th, 2005.  
Be sure to complete your form and have it 
“appropriately” signed by witness(es) and mail it 
in!  Hopefully you made note of your mileage on 
April 9th so you can make all the miles between 
then and the postmark date count toward your 
mileage tally when the contest end day comes 
‘round!   
 
Also, for new club members/club-members-to-
be:  The club’s contest runs from November 1, 
2004 to October 31, 2005.  If you wish to 
participate, please send your November 1 or 
current odometer reading to Mike LaBar 
(labrew@one.net).  And, remember, there’s a 
category for Two-Up riders, too.  So your 
navigator can rack up those miles, too.  It is 
never too late to get your odometer reading in!  
Our sponsors have been really great with 
providing great prizes and awards.  Join the fun!  
Everyone who participates is a winner! 
 
 

 
 

Motolight - 800-567-8346 
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Ohio's Largest Exclusive BMW Dealership 

4810 Peter Place, Cincinnati, Ohio 45246 
1-800-601-5941   Phone: 513-860-1114 

Fax: 513-860-1121     

 
BMW MOA National Rally Charity - 
Beemerville 
by Karol Patzer, Charity Chair 

 
The Port Washington BMW Club's challenge 
continues… Chartered BMW MOA clubs have been 
challenged to match the Port's initial donation of 
$100.00 for the National Charity in Lima, Ohio.   
The Chain Gang also issued their challenge last 
year to match their donation of $500.00.  If 
you’re a large club, you may want to take on the 
“inmates”…..and if you’re a smaller club… at least 
try to meet the Port Club’s challenge. 

  
This year's local charity is SAFE HARBOR, a local 
runaway and homeless youth shelter, offering a 

variety of services to the youth that it serves as 
well as the community-at-large. Safe Harbor was 
founded in September of 2003, 480 families and 
youth were served from Allen and the 
surrounding counties. Safe Harbor targets seven 
counties including Allen, Van Wert, Hancock, 
Mercer, Auglaize, Putnam, and Hardin, however, 
the shelter will not refuse services to any eligible 
youth and their families from anywhere.  
 
While you're at the rally, be on the lookout for 
the roving 50/50 ticket sales people.  Steve 
Johnson, is once again organizing Chain Gang 
members and other volunteers to be on site 
selling tickets.  To continue the tradition, winners 
will be drawn throughout the rally and will be 
posted at the charity table.  50% of the proceeds 
will be contributed to Safe Harbor and 50% of 
each drawing will be given to the lucky ticket 
holders. 
Let's keep those 50/50 volunteers busy and raise 
money for a great cause. 
 

Donations for the Challenge should be made 
payable to BMW MOA, and a check will be issued 
to the recipient.  Contributions can be mailed to 
me at P. O. Box 21187, Eagan, MN 55121 to 
arrive before July 14, or bring your checks to the 
rally. 

 
Thanks for your help, and have a great time in 

Beemerville. 
 

 

 
GCBMWC Meeting Minutes  
April 9th, 2005 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. 
Introduction of guest in attendance. The minutes 
were read and accepted. One correction on 
location of flat track race at the Lima National is 
Greenville, Ohio. The treasurer’s report was read 
and accepted. The club balance is $1737.00 with 
a currant total of 43 paid members.  
     
The rescue vehicle list for Lima was passed 
around again with a request for ride-along 
passengers to help with loading. Additional info 
to come on how we will be contacted and how 
late we could be called out. 
 
The BRC class is April 12th. This will be the 
classroom part and the field portion will be on the 
16th and 17th. The range classes should be over 
by 6:00 PM.  Two classes will be starting the 
following weekend.  Standbys will be accepted. If 
you want to take the class, head over and you 
may get in. 
    
Jerry received some input from the co-instructor 
about the ERC class. He commented on the 
superior breaking of the BMW's compared to 
other brands, and the skill level of the riders! 
     
The April breakfast ride had 25 people show up to 
eat and 19 go on for the ride. Several riders did 
not complete the entire ride and spilt off along 



 

9 

the way. Not a problem as long as you let 
another rider know. 
Several members have taken the new 2005 bikes 
out for test rides. Tom Collins and Mike LaBar 
both commented on the speed and stability of the 
bikes.  
    
The club website has several new features. Mike 
states that if you have any photos to post just to 
send them to him.  Also, the classifieds are 
updated and we also have a guest sign in log. 
Great job by Mike. 
  
The MOA mileage contest has started and the 
entry forms must be post marked by May 15th. 
One officer or two club members can sign the 
form. 
 
Thanks to Tom & Joni for hosting the April 
meeting. The May meeting will be at Tom Collins 
home; June meeting will be at the Pierces. The 
July Meeting will be held at the Lima National. 
Mike LaBar will host the August meeting with the 
September being at the Beemers in the Bluegrass 
rally. The October Meeting will be at the 
Raybuck’s. 
 
The Mini Rally is quickly approaching and it will 
be a great time. All are welcome.  Samples of the 
T-shirts for the Alternative Rally were available. 
The shirts will be white with color art by Chris 
Long. Sizes run small on the women’s shirts. The 
price will be $16.00. 
 
Dues are to be paid by the May meeting. See 
George to get paid up! 
 
Thanks for all the articles for the newsletter. We 
are all out riding and doing more so get 
something in to have in the next issue. 
 
The Tri-State BMW store will be having their open 
house the 23rd of April. The Blackhawk flea 
market in Rockford Illinois is the same day. There 
is also a race at the Barber Museum and 
racetrack the same weekend. Lots to do. 
 
The club rides were next and several topics were 
discussed. First we should not be passing other 
riders or riding on top of them on a ride. Signal 
or have then wave you around or wait until the 
next stop sign. The club liability was brought up. 
It was decided that we will compile a list of 
written rules for the club rides. This is needed 
due to the large number of lawsuits being filed 
against other clubs. We need to have rules and 
follow them to have a safe and fun ride. The 

officers will be getting together and going over all 
the input to come up with the standards we will 
use on all rides. We are getting to be a bigger 
riding club and want to keep it safe and 
enjoyable. The courts and police do not give 
motorcyclists much respect, as reflected in 
Jerry's Road rage case. We have to make sure all 
our rides are safe for all riders. E-mail any 
comments or suggestions to Jerry for the ride 
standards. We would like to keep the suggestions 
within the club and have the Board go over it 
before it is voted on.  
 
The E-Group postings were discussed and it was 
questioned if Mike monitors the postings. He 
does not; and we must do it ourselves. Just make 
sure any attachments are acceptable for 
everyone. 
 
Mary Pierce will not be making hats for sale at 
the MOA rally. Too many restrictions and 
requirements to be profitable.  
We had five new members at the meeting and all 
were voted into the club. Richard and Susan 
Hopple, Simon Jung, Henor Hysa and Gilberta 
Demiroj. Welcome! 
 
 
Club Calendar 
 
May 1:  9:00 am - Breakfast Ride 
May 6-8: 32nd Original Mini Rally - Sturgis, MI  
May 14:  7:00 pm - Meeting at Tom & Margaret 
Collins' 
June 5:  9:00 - Breakfast Ride 
June 11:  7:00 pm - Meeting at Henry & Mary 
Pierce's 
June 24-26:  GCBMWC Alternative Rally, Cruso, 
NC Blue Ridge Motorcycle Campground 
July 3:  9:00 - Breakfast Ride 
July 21-25:  BMW MOA International Rally – 
“Beemerville, USA” in Lima, Ohio 
July Club Meeting – Date and time TBD; Loc. 
“Beemerville, USA” Lima, Ohio  
 
Membership Dues 
 
Please pay your membership dues by the March 
meeting.  Checks are to be made out to:  
GCBMWC.  Dues are as follows: 
 
$15.00 for a single membership 
$18.00 for a couple 
 
Please remit dues to: 
George Nyktas 
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gwnyktas@airbridge.net 
513-314-1931 
Directions to Tom & Margaret Collins’ home 
(From Tylersville RD., W. Chester, OH/I-75) 
 
1015 Independence Rd 
Walton, KY 41094-8100, US  (859) 356-0247 
 

 
1: 

Merge onto I-75 S via the ramp 
on the LEFT toward CINCINNATI. 

35.7 miles 

 
2: 

Take the KY-536/MT. ZION RD 
exit- EXIT 178. 

0.4 miles 

 
3: 

Turn LEFT onto MT ZION RD/KY-
536. Continue to follow KY-536. 

3.5 miles 

 
4: 

Turn RIGHT onto BANKLICK 
RD/KY-2043. 

1.8 miles 

 
5: 

Turn SHARP LEFT onto 
INDEPENDENCE RD. 

<0.1 miles 

 5: 
End at 1015 Independence Rd 
Walton, KY 41094-8100, US  

 
 
Take 275 to I-75 south as if going to Florence 
Mall.  Exit at Mt. Zion Rd.  At the bottom of the 
ramp, turn left onto Mt. Zion Rd.  You will go 
through a developed area and come to Rt. 25.  
Continue straight and Mt. Zion will become rural.  
You will come to a 3 way stop in several miles.  
Veer to the right and you will stay on Mt. Zion, 
but it may have a different name at that point 
(road has about 9 names in all).  In about 2 
miles, on the right is Banklick Road.  Turn right 
on Banklick and stay on it until you see a large 
church on the left, from there it is about a mile to 
Independence Road on the left, take the left and 
the next drive on the right is ours.  You can see 
the old white brick house when you make the 
turn onto Independence.  Phone 859-356-0247.  
Call if you get lost. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Tom hard at work in his new office located at: 
5294 Madison Pike, Suite 201, Independence, KY 
41051.  859-356-3100.  Collinslaw@fuse.net 
 
 


